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stationed on the battlements of the zenana, kept a look-out over the surround-
ing country. If one of these sentinels saw a stranger or an enemy approaching
their abode, he immediately uttered a hoarse cry, at which signal of alarm the
battlements were at once thronged with defenders. One day a panther crossed
the ravine, and came close under the "walls of the zenana. It was amusing to
see with what fury, mingled with ludicrous terror, the monkeys insulted their
formidable enemy from the top of their ramparts; and, long after his departure,
the whole troop remained on the watch, yelling, and going through the most
frightful contortions, out of bravado. The weather being so fine, we took our
meals on the terrace of the Jess Munder; when the whole tribe of monkeys
collected on the parapet adjoining the zenana, and watched us with great
interest What a novel spectacle for these monkeys to see a Parisian eating and
drinking! In the front row sat the female monkeys, each holding her little one
in her arms; next were the full-grown ones, who seemed more fierce; and in
solitary majesty on the ledge of the roof sat the old king. This arrangement
had such a droll appearance, and the monkeys kept so still, that I several
times tried to photograph them; but at the sight of the apparatus, which they
took for some new kind of firearm, they gave a yell and fled precipitately. I
cannot count the hours I spent in studying these strange quadrumanes, and in
remarking how wonderfully they resemble the human race in their habits.
Their sports, their games, their quarrels, and feats of strength would fill a wliols
volume, which, however, would not stand much chance of being either read or
believed in France; but if an enthusiastic naturalist wishes to study, at his
leisure, the representatives of the Hunouman nation, let him take up his abode
for a month in the Jess Munder at Amblr. I omitted to mention that the
langour, though so inoffensive aud easily put to flight, is nevertheless a terrible
adversary when wounded or in danger. The strength of its jaw is prodigious,
and, added to the agility with which it uses its arms, renders it as formidable
when enraged as the hyanxa or panther.

The precise date of the founding of Anvbir is unknown, but one may safely
place it somewhere in the first centuries of the Christian era. It was founded by
the Mynas, the great aboriginal race of Upper India, and from them received the
name of Amba, or universal mother. Being their capital, it also bore the name
of Ghaut Hani, or Queen of the Mountains. It was a flourishing town even in
967, when Dhola llao got possession of it by treachery, and made it the capital
of the new K&chwa kingdom* Its prosperity increased with the power of its
masters, aud it rapidly became one of the first towns of Eajestlmn. In 1580 the
King Maun Sing commenced building the present palace, uniting it with the
feudal castle of the first kings, some portions of which may still be seen in the
rear of the zenana. Towards the year 1630 the Eajah Jey Sing I. added tlie
Jess Munder, the Dewani Khas, and several other palaces, enclosing the wliole
within a fortified wall This rajali also formed the lake of Tal Koutora, and the
wonderful gardens of the Eund. On mounting the throne in 1699 the great
Sowuc, Jey Sing II., put the finishing stroke to the work of Ms predecessors by
constructing the magnificent gateway which bears his name; but the inaccessible
position of his capital, the small space which it afforded for bis intended alterations,
and the impossibility which he found in,carrying out works worthy of his name,
decided Mm to abandon it In 1728 he founded Jeypore; and, compelling the